
English 12 Grade Summer Reading:  
Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario 
 

Choose ONE of the following prompts to write a 3-5 paragraph essay. 

Your essay should be 1-3 pages in length. Handwritten or typed, use MLA formatting: 

single-spaced if handwritten, double-spaced if typed, Times New Roman, 12-point font, 

with proper heading. Your essay needs a title and a clear thesis as the last sentence of 

the opening paragraph. Include one quote for each body paragraph for a total of 

two-three quotes. “In case you are unsure, here’s how you cite a direct quote” (Nazario 

44). 

 

1. During Enrique’s travels, acts of kindness come from both likely and unlikely 

places. Describe these “acts of kindness.” How do they help propel Enrique on 

his journey? Who were the people Enrique could trust during his journey to the 

U.S., and why were they crucial to his success? Can kindness truly have that big of 

an impact on a person? Why, or why not? 

 

2. Enrique’s journey to reunite with his mother is ultimately challenging and invokes 

bravery. Describe these moments of bravery, challenge, and overcoming obstacles. 

What was something challenging and courageous that you have done and how does your 

experience relate to Enrique’s? How do Enrique’s hardships shape him into 

the person he became by the end of the book? 

 

3. Consider the impossible decision Lourdes must make. Would you be able to leave 

your children to “better” your life and theirs, if you knew the impact it had on the 

children? What are the benefits? What are the costs? How do you weigh them and 

ultimately decide what to do? 

 
 
  
 


