
APUSH Summer Reading - 2017 
* Available from the CDH LLC collection. Some are print only, others print and eBook through 
Overdrive. See the instructions at the bottom of the list for OverDrive access.  
 
US History (In alphabetical order by author) 
 
*Fever 
Anderson, Laura Halse Aladdin Paperbacks, 2002  [FIC AND] 
Sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, her widowed mother, and her grandfather are eking out a living 
running a coffeehouse in the middle of bustling Philadelphia when they learn that their servant 
girl has died of yellow fever. Thus begins Matilda's odyssey of coping and survival as the 
disease decimates the city, turning the place into a ghost town and Matilda into an orphan. 
Anderson has carefully researched this historical event and infuses her story with rich details 
of time and place (each chapter begins with quotes from books or correspondence of the 
late-eighteenth century), including some perspective on the little-known role African Americans 
played in caring for fever victims. 
 
*March 
Brooks, Geraldine Penguin Books, 2006  [FIC BRO] 
In a story inspired by the father character in "Little Women" and drawn from the journals and 
letters of Louisa May Alcott's father, a man leaves behind his family to serve as a medic in the 
Civil War and finds his beliefs challenged by his experiences. 
 
*Code Talker: a novel about the Navajo Marines of World War II 
Bruchac, Joseph     Speak, 2016   [FIC BRU] 
Six-year-old Ned Begay leaves his Navajo home for boarding school, where he learns the 
English language and American ways. At 16, he enlists in the U.S. Marines during World War 
II and is trained as a code talker, using his native language to radio battlefield information and 
commands in a code that was kept secret until 1969. Rooted in his Navajo consciousness and 
traditions even in dealing with fear, loneliness, and the horrors of the battlefield, Ned tells of his 
experiences in Hawaii, Guadalcanal, Bougainville, Guam, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa. 
 
*Audacity 
Crowder, Melanie  Speak. 2015  [FIC CRO] 
A gorgeously told novel in verse written with intimacy and power, Audacity is inspired by the 
real-life story of Clara Lemlich, a spirited young woman who emigrated from Russia to New 
York at the turn of the twentieth century and fought tenaciously for equal rights. Bucking the 
norms of both her traditional Jewish family and societal conventions, Clara refuses to accept 
substandard working conditions in the factories on Manhattan's Lower East Side. For years, 
Clara devotes herself to the labor fight, speaking up for those who suffer in silence. In time, 



Clara convinces the women in the factories to strike, organize, and unionize, culminating in the 
famous Uprising of the 20,000. 
 
Death Coming Up a Hill 
Crowe, Chris      HMH, 2014   [FIC CRO] 
It's 1968, and 17-year-old Ashe Douglas is coping with two devastating wars: one in Vietnam 
and one in his own home. His parents married young after his mother became pregnant with 
him and have been sticking it out in a loveless marriage for his sake ever since. The two are 
fiercely incompatible with fundamentally different beliefs, and Ashe is caught in the middle. 
Making matters worse are rising casualties in Vietnam and increasing racial and political 
unrest, all of which have a profound impact on Ashe and those he loves and which threaten to 
snap the delicate threads holding his life together. Written entirely in stanzas of haiku, the 
novel is composed of 16,592 syllables, one for each American soldier killed in Vietnam in 
1968. This structure, while meaningful, somewhat limits the pacing and full development of the 
story, and the characters, at times, feel like caricatures of the era. Still, Ashe's emotional 
struggle is heartbreaking, and his story gives Crowe a thoughtful platform from which to 
explore issues of family, divorce, patriotism, peace, human compassion, and the tolls of war. 
 
*These Shallow Graves  
Donnelly, Jennifer Delacorte/Random, 2015  [FIC DON] 
A young woman in nineteenth-century New York City must struggle against gender and class 
boundaries when her father is found dead of a supposed suicide, and she believes there is 
more than meets the eye, so in order to uncover the truth she will have to decide how much 
she is willing to risk and lose. 
 
*Fire From the Rock 
Draper, Sharon Speak, 2008  [FIC DRA] 
An honor student, Sylvia Patterson is thrilled when she is chosen as one of the first black 
students to  integrate all-white Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1957 . But 
the racism in her town is terrifying, and she is not sure she can go through with it. Unlike her 
older brother, she does not want to be a hero and change the world. Besides, many in her 
black community are against integration; why not stay with her friends, concentrate on 
academics, and get to college? With stirring complexity, Draper personalizes the civil rights 
struggle beyond slogans and politics. There is sometimes too much historical background 
purposively woven into Sylvia's narrative, including her diary entries. But the surprising 
turnaround in the plot, as well as the shocking facts, will grab readers and raise the elemental 
issue: what would I have done? A final note fills in history and provides a list of Web sites.  
 
 
 
 



*The Kitchen House 
Grissom, Kathleen   Simon and Schuster, 2010  [FIC GRI] 
A long journey from home and the struggle to find it again form the heart of the intertwined 
stories that make up this moving novel. Foster teen Molly is performing community-service 
work for elderly widow Vivian, and as they go through Vivian’s cluttered attic, they discover that 
their lives have much in common. When Vivian was a girl, she was taken to a new life on an 
orphan train. These trains carried children to adoptive families for 75 years, from the 
mid-nineteenth century to the start of the Great Depression. 
 
The Known World 
Jones, Edward P.  Amistad, 2006   [FIC JON] 
The Known World tells the story of Henry Townsend, a black farmer and former slave who falls 
under the tutelage of William Robbins, the most powerful man in Manchester County, Virginia. 
Making certain he never circumvents the law, Townsend runs his affairs with unusual 
discipline. But when death takes him unexpectedly, his widow, Caldonia, can't uphold the 
estate's order, and chaos ensues. Jones has woven a footnote of history into an epic that 
takes an unflinching look at slavery in all its moral complexities. 
 
* Heretic’s Daughter 
Kent, Kathleen Back Bay Books, 2009 [FIC KEN] 
Martha Carrier was one of the first women to be accused, tried and hanged as a witch in 
Salem, Massachusetts. Like her mother, young Sarah Carrier is bright and willful, openly 
challenging the small, brutal world in which they live. Often at odds with one another, mother 
and daughter are forced to stand together against the escalating hysteria of the trials and the 
superstitious tyranny that led to the torture and imprisonment of more than 200 people 
accused of witchcraft. This is the story of Martha's courageous defiance and ultimate death, as 
told by the daughter who survived. 
 
* Invention of Wings  (adult crossover) 
Kidd, Sue Monk      Viking, 2014   [FIC KID] 
Inspired by the true story of early-nineteenth-century abolitionist and suffragist  Sarah 
Grimké, Kidd paints a moving portrait of two women inextricably linked by the horrors of 
slavery. Sarah, daughter of a wealthy South Carolina plantation owner, exhibits an 
independent spirit and strong belief in the equality of all. Thwarted from her dreams of 
becoming a lawyer, she struggles throughout life to find an outlet for her convictions. Handful, 
a slave in the Grimké household, displays a sharp intellect and brave, rebellious disposition. 
She maintains a compliant exterior, while planning for a brighter future. Told in first person, the 
chapters alternate between the two main characters' perspectives, as we follow their unlikely 
friendship (characterized by both respect and resentment) from childhood to middle age. While 
their pain and struggle cannot be equated, both women strive to be set free-Sarah from the 
bonds of patriarchy and Southern bigotry, and Handful from the inhuman bonds of slavery. 



Kidd is a master storyteller, and, with smooth and graceful prose, she immerses the reader in 
the lives of these fascinating women as they navigate religion, family drama, slave revolts, and 
the abolitionist movement. 
 
*Orphan Train 
Kline, Christina Baker  William Morrow, 2013  [FIC KLI] 
A long journey from home and the struggle to find it again form the heart of the intertwined 
stories that make up this moving novel. Foster teen Molly is performing community-service 
work for elderly widow Vivian, and as they go through Vivian’s cluttered attic, they discover that 
their lives have much in common. When Vivian was a girl, she was taken to a new life on an 
orphan train. These trains carried children to adoptive families for 75 years, from the 
mid-nineteenth century to the start of the Great Depression. 
 
Out of Darkness 
Pérez, Ashley Hope     Carolrhoda Lab, 2015    [FIC PER] 
The tale's layered plot begins with a prologue set hours after an actual deadly U.S. school 
disaster in New London, TX in March 1937. Readers are plunged into the grief and horror of 
the moment long enough to meet important protagonists and wonder at the event before being 
transported back to September 1936. From this point, the book focuses primarily on Naomi, a 
15-year-old of Mexican heritage, and her younger biracial twin half-siblings. Recent arrivals 
from San Antonio, the children are all living with the twins' white father, and Naomi is forced to 
navigate the racially divided oil-mining town, learn to run a household, and to face her 
increasing interest in an African American youth. Set against the backdrop of an actual 
historical event, Pérez's young adult novel gives voice to many long-omitted facets of U.S. 
history. 
 
*Killer Angels 
Scharra, Michael  Ballantine Books, 1996  [FIC SCH] 
In the four most bloody and courageous days of our nation’s history, two armies fought for two 
conflicting dreams. One dreamed of freedom, the other of a way of life. Far more than rifles 
and bullets were carried into battle. There were memories. There were promises. There was 
love. And far more than men fell on those Pennsylvania fields. Bright futures, untested 
innocence, and pristine beauty were also the casualties of war. Michael Shaara’s Pulitzer 
Prize–winning masterpiece is unique, sweeping, unforgettable—the dramatic story of the 
battleground for America’s destiny. 
 
*The Hired Girl 
Schlitz, Laura Amy Candlewick Press, 2015  [FIC SCH] 
Growing up on a hardscrabble farm, Joan learned to avoid her cruel father, but she adored her 
mother, who encouraged her to work hard, study her lessons, and earn her own way in the 
world. In 1911 , after Ma's death, 14-year-old Joan clashes with her father and flees to 



Baltimore. Representing herself as 18, she is taken into the household of a wealthy Jewish 
family as a hired girl. Joan works hard to please the Rosenbachs and their beloved, aging 
housekeeper, the testy Malka. Over the next few months, the girl makes her share of mistakes: 
eavesdropping, meddling, developing crushes on her employers' sons, and even setting her 
hair on fire (while reading by candlelight). True to her age, she becomes infatuated with two 
young men and also struggles with religion. Skipping forward a year, the last chapter offers a 
hopeful ending. Written as a diary, the first-person narrative brings immediacy to Joan's story 
and intimacy to her confessions and revelations. The distinctive household setting and the 
many secondary characters are well developed, while Joan comes alive on the page as a 
vulnerable, good-hearted, and sometimes painfully self-aware character struggling to find her 
place in the world. A memorable novel from a captivating storyteller. 
 
*The Jungle 
Upton Sinclair Duke Classics, 2012  [813 SIN and eBook through OverDrive or iBooks] 
This is Sinclair’s devastating exposé of the meat-packing industry. A protest novel he privately 
published in 1906, the book was a shocking revelation of intolerable labor practices and 
unsanitary working conditions in the Chicago stockyards. It quickly became a bestseller, 
arousing public sentiment and resulting in such federal legislation as the Pure Food and Drug 
Act.|The brutally grim story of a Slavic family who emigrates to America, The Jungle tells of 
their rapid and inexorable descent into numbing poverty, moral degradation, and social and 
economic despair. Vulnerable and isolated, the family of Jurgis Rudkus struggles — 
unsuccessfully — to survive in an urban jungle. A powerful view of turn-of-the-century poverty, 
graft, and corruption, this fiercely realistic American classic is still required reading in many 
history and literature classes. It will continue to haunt readers long after they've finished the 
last page. 
 
*Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
Stowe, Harriet Beecher  Penguin Books, 1989 [813 STO] and available as an eBook through 
iBooks 
Stowe's powerful abolitionist novel fueled the fire of the human rights debate in 1852. 
Denouncing the institution of slavery in dramatic terms, the incendiary novel quickly draws the 
reader into the world of slaves and their masters. Stowe's characters are powerfully and 
humanly realized in Uncle Tom, a majestic and heroic slave whose faith and dignity are never 
corrupted; Eliza and her husband, George, who elude slave catchers and eventually flee a 
country that condones slavery; Simon Legree, a brutal plantation owner; Little Eva, who suffers 
emotionally and physically from the suffering of slaves; and fun-loving Topsy, Eva's slave 
playmate. Critics, scholars, and students are today revisiting this monumental work with a new 
objectivity, focusing on Stowe's compelling portrayal of women and the novel's theological 
underpinnings. 
 
 



 
Non US History Fiction - WWII US connection 
 
*Salt of the Sea 
Sepetys, Ruta   Philomel Books, 2016   [FIC SEP] 
Shipwrecks and maritime disasters are of fathomless fascination, with ships such as the 
Titanic and the Lusitania household names. It's interesting that the sinking of the Wilhelm 
Gustloff during WWII, which led to the largest loss of life on a single ship in history, goes 
largely unremarked upon-at least in America. The numbers are staggering: far over capacity, 
the ship was carrying approximately 10,582 passengers when it was struck by Soviet 
torpedoes, and more than 9,400 of those passengers perished in the ensuing wreck, a death 
toll that dwarfs the Titanic's assumed losses (around 1,500). Part of the neglect might be due 
to timing. The ship was evacuating refugees and German citizens from Gotenhafen, Poland, 
when it was sunk in the Baltic Sea in the winter of 1945. Astounding losses defined WWII, and 
this became yet another tragedy buried under the other tragedies-after all, even 9,400 is 
dwarfed by 60 million. But it was a tragedy, and, like all tragedies, it broke the people involved 
down to their barest parts. Sepetys has resurrected the story through the eyes of four young 
characters trying to reach safety as the Russian army advances: Joana, a Lithuanian nurse; 
Emilia, a pregnant Polish 15-year-old; Florian, a Prussian artist carrying dangerous cargo; and 
Alfred, a German naval soldier stationed on the Wilhelm Gustloff. Each has been touched by 
war and is hunted by the past, and, determined to get on a boat in any way possible, hurtling 
unknowingly toward disaster. 
 
*A Thread of Grace 
Russell, Mary Doria   Ballantine Books, 2005   [FIC RUS] 
Italian citizens saved more than 43,000 Jews during the last 20 months of World War II. 
Russell has transmuted this little-known history into an expansive, well-researched, and 
compelling novel. As the story opens, the mountainous region of northwest Italy has been 
relatively untouched by WWII, and even Jews have been safe. When Italy breaks with 
Germany in 1943 and pulls out of southern France, thousands of Jewish refugees cross the 
mountains in search of safety. But the German occupation of Italy poses a new threat. Even 
with the list that's provided, it can be hard to keep track of all the characters-Catholics and 
Jews, priests and rabbis, Germans and Italians, old and young, Nazis and Resistance fighters. 
But Russell is good at presenting the human story while never using the war merely as a 
backdrop for personal dramas. In fact, to mirror the arbitrary nature of survival during wartime, 
she has said that she flipped a coin to determine who among her characters would live and 
who would die. 
 
 
 
 



Nonfiction Recommendations (In call number order, which corresponds to time period 
topic or person in history) 
 
*Warriors Don’t Cry:  a Searing Memoir of the Battle to Integrate Little Rock’s Central 
High  
Beals, Melba Pattillo Pocket Books, 1994   [BIO BEA] 
In 1957, Melba Pattillo turned sixteen. That was also the year she became a warrior on the 
front lines of a civil rights firestorm. Following the landmark 1954 Supreme Court ruling, Brown 

v. Board of Education, Melba was one of nine teenagers chosen to integrate Little Rock's 
Central High School. Throughout her harrowing ordeal, Melba was taunted by her schoolmates 
and their parents, threatened by a lynch mob's rope, attacked with lighted sticks of dynamite, 
and injured by acid sprayed in her eyes. But through it all, she acted with dignity and courage, 
and refused to back down.  
 
Alexander Hamilton 
Chernow, Ron   Penguin Books, 2005 [BIO HAM] 
Chernow’s biography is not just a portrait of Hamilton, but the story of America’s birth seen 
through its most central figure. At a critical time to look back to our roots, Alexander Hamilton 
will remind readers of the purpose of our institutions and our heritage as Americans. 
 
*Team of Rivals 
Goodwin, Doris Kearns  Simon and Schuster, 2006 [BIO LIN] 
Chronicles the rise of Abraham Lincoln from prairie lawyer to president, overcoming the 
challenges of three gifted rivals. Profiles the political lives of prominent politicians William H. 
Seward, Salmon P. Chase, Edwin M. Stanton and Edward Bates. Examines the traits that 
allowed Lincoln to win over his rivals, unite his party and assemble a cabinet of amazing talent 
on the eve of the Civil War. 
 
*Up From Slavery 
Washington, Booker T.  Audiobook through OverDrive [BIO WAS] 
Born in a Virginia slave hut, Booker T. Washington (1856–1915) rose to become the most 
influential spokesman for African Americans of his day. In this eloquently written book, he 
describes events in a remarkable life that began in bondage and culminated in worldwide 
recognition for his many accomplishments. In simply written yet stirring passages, he tells of 
his impoverished childhood and youth, the unrelenting struggle for an education, early teaching 
assignments, his selection in 1881 to head Tuskegee Institute, and more. 
A firm believer in the value of education as the best route to advancement, Washington 
disapproved of civil-rights agitation and in so doing earned the opposition of many black 
intellectuals. Yet, he is today regarded as a major figure in the struggle for equal rights, one 
who founded a number of organizations to further the cause and who worked tirelessly to 
educate and unite African Americans. 



 
OverDrive Instructions 
 
These instructions are to use the OverDrive account that CDH uses. It’s different than the one 
through the public library, in that only our students and those from 8 other local high school 
have access. When you access Overdrive  (through this link or from the CDH LLC web page), 
you must first select CDH from the drop down list of school names. Then you will need to log 
in. Your username is lastname.firstname.20 and your password is your firstinitial lastinitial 
Student ID# (no spaces). Then search for the specific eBook you’d like to read. There is also 
an app in the App Store, if you want to read it through the app on your phone or other personal 
device. 

https://isldasdcmn.libraryreserve.com/10/45/en/SignIn.htm?url=Default.htm

